Spiritual Discipline:
“Worship”

“Prime Time with God” 
But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth,” (John 4:23-24).

Introduction:  

In the multi-media industry, the most effective time to reach the largest audience is what they call “Prime time.” During the hours of 8 to 11pm, television executive air their most popular shows and interview. Advertisers have to pay highest rates to promote products at prime time. 

Only a select few programs and people make it to prime time. There are special benefits available to those that make it to the prime-time level. You will make more money; have greater popularity and great potential for future opportunities to advance your career.  Actors, sport casters and news casters work their hardest so that one day they will have a prime-time encounter.
In John 4:23-24, Jesus says, God is seeking to fill some prime time slots. “But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” All are invited for this special time with God, but only those that worship Him in spirit and in truth experience His presence. Worshipers have exclusive personal encounter with God. 

I. What is worship? 

A. The term used in the English language for worship is derived from an 
old Saxon word worthy-ship. 
B. The expression of worship shows the worthy-ship, value or the worth of a person or thing. When believers worship we ascribing proper worth or value to God, (Rev. 4:11; 5:12).
II.     When does real worship occur? Each time you respond in obedience to God’s word worship occurs. “God is Spirit and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth,” (John 4:24) 
A. What is spirit and truth worship-

1. Spirit worship is an authentic, spontaneous, genuine, and emotions energized response to divine revelation. Unless worship is Holy Spirit directed it is unacceptable to God. He rejects our flesh driven worship, (I Sam. 15:22-23; Rom. 8:8)
2. Truth worship is an accurate, doctrinally sound, internal agreement that is based on the word of God about who He is that may or may not be fully understood, (Isa. 40:12-14; Rom. 11:33-36). 
B. Why is true worship rare? 
“because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things, (Rom. 1:21-23). We settle for substitutes in the place of God: (Rev. 3:17-21). 
1. We worship idols-statues

2. We worship people-successful business persons, athletes, beauty, youth  
3. We worship things-

4. We worship man made traditions-

5. We worship money

6. We worship our emotions every time we bow to them to obey what they demand, (Rev. 3:17-21)
“ Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing’—and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked— 18 I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see. 19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore, be zealous and repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me. 21 To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.
C.  There are two aspects of worship that include, spirit and truth, or the right response to Biblical revelation: 
1. Revelation from the word of God-This aspect is based on information derived from general or special revelation, (Rom. 1:19-20).
2. Focused attention on the person of God-This aspect is based on a desire for intimacy with God. Jesus said this type of worship is the first and greatest of all commandments, (Matt. 22:37-38). “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’38 This is the first and great commandment.” God wants you to crave for His presence as a deer pants for water in a desert place.
III.     How does praise differ from worship? Praise is the outward expression of an inward attitude of worship. Praise is the water that flows out the fossette while worship is the water supply. You can have worship on the inside privately without a public display through praise. But you cannot have a public display of praise without and private experience of worship. Hannah worshiped the Lord in the temple without saying a word. But when God answered her prayer a year later she worshiped and praised God. 
IV.     How do you develop the spiritual discipline of worship? Learning to focus on Him rather than them: It an intiment encounter with God involves sending time in His presence 
A.    God’s presence can be described but never totally defined. 
           (Gen. 3:8; 4:16; 33:14; Ps. 31:20; 51:11; 68:2; Jonah 1:3; Rev. 
            3:20).
1. The Hebrew word for “presence is “Panim.”
· “Panim” is rendered in the English translation of the Bible as, “face” or “countenance.” 
· “Panim,” does not speak of a physical or visible manifestation of God. 
 God is spirit! (John 4:24-25).

2. The “presence” of Lord speaks of a personal encounter or experience with the lover of our soul on the deepest level. It a spiritual connection that lights up souls. It literally means “to be in the face of God.” It speaks of the times when God talks, turns, treats, transforms, and takes control of our very soul. God                               treats you to Himself when you are in His presence.
               3.   God’s presence is reserved for all true seekers, (Ex.33:7-8).
              A).   The people settled. They were disappointed but not desperate. People will stand 

                    in line for hours to purchase a video game. They will brave the rain and the 

                worst of weather to purchase a lottery ticket. If the weather man even hinds that 

                it could rain Sunday, we cancel our plan for worship.
              B).      The prophet pursued God.    
· Separated himself regularly- “He took his tent away from the camp”
· Seek the Lord with all of his heart, “all who sought the Lord were  

          welcome” 

· Sacrifice whatever it takes. He travels a great distance to meet God.

· Stop worrying about other people. Moses was constantly watched.

· Stay before the Lord until you sense His presence, “The cloud   

         descended.” 

· Submit to Him!  Do what He tells you.                           
        4. God’s presence can be experienced on different levels, (Exodus 33:9-12).            
 A).     Level #1- The people stood at the door of their tents and worship, (Exodus 24:2-14; 33:9-11).
                                They had to remain at the foot of the mountain. They saw God as a consuming  

                                 fire. (Exodus 19:10-12)
          B).     Level #2- The leaders were able come closer, (Exodus 24:9-11). They were able to celebrate 

                                     God’s works
          C).    Level #3- The pupil of Moses experienced God on this level. (Exodus 24:10-12). 
          D).    Level #4- The prophet Moses experienced the presence of God on the deepest level.

          5.   God’s presence set us apart as His people, (Exodus 33:12-16).
a) How to experience the presence God-

·     Separate yourself regularly!

·     Seek God with all your heart!

·     Sacrifice whatever it takes!

·     Stop worrying about the crowd!

·     Stand before the Lord until you sense His presence

·     Submit to Him!

A. What happened to people that were in the presence of God?
1. Singing and shouting, (Ps. 122:1)

2. Tears of joy
3. Silence

4. Transformation-He changed Jacob character

5. Altered appearance-The face of Moses shined

6. Slain in the Spirit, (II Chron. 5:14) “so that the priests could not continue ministering because of the cloud; for the glory of the Lord filled the house of God.”
7. Courage- (Judges 6)
8. Power is released

9. Repentance, (Isaiah 6)
10. Commitment and desire to serve, (Isa. 6:8)

11. Lose sense of time and place

12. No desire to eat or drink

13. Deeper love and gratitude for God, (Luke 24:32)

Lesson 5

Assignment

Read Philippians 3:12-16
Paraphrase this scripture into a prayer and pray that prayer back to 
God in your own using your own words. Be prepared to share
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